
Sports Integrity Challenge  
  
There is without doubt major challenges facing sport integrity, whether that’s the 
relationship between gambling and sport or doping and cheating in sport.  
 
The power of sport to inspire and to change lives will be eroded if the public no 
longer believe that sport is clean and above reproach.  
 
The recent worldwide failures of individual sportsmen and women, coaches, national 
and international governing bodies, across a number of sports makes it essential 
that we find a way to combat the challenges faced by sport.  
 
In my view this can only be done through effective partnerships between all of the 
agencies involved; public, private and voluntary. Steps are being taken to improve 
the situation but more still needs to be done.  
  
I served as the UK sports minister from 2007 to 2010, during which time the 
government continued to try to bring major sporting events to the UK. We were 
looking for a decade of sporting events to lift the sporting profile of the country, to 
create a feel-good culture and to inspire the population to become more active in 
sport and physical activity.  
 
We had seen the success of our investment programme in our elite athletes, through 
UK Sport, which lead to increased medal hauls at international championships and 
Olympic Games. This in turn lead to an increase in public awareness of a wide range 
of sports and helped drive increased participation rates. 
  
At the Atlanta Olympic Games in 1996 the UK won only one medal and Olympic 
sports were in the doldrums. With all-party political support huge investment was 
made through a mixture of National Lottery, exchequer and private sponsorship, 
working with sports governing bodies to fund our Olympic and Paralympic athletes 
who had realistic medal opportunities. We hired the best coaches in the world and 
by the time of the London Olympic and Paralympic Games we had reached third in 
the medals table, with a 65 medal haul, including 29 Gold; a remarkable 
achievement in just 16 years. 
 
Whilst increasing the success of our athletes, and increasing participation in sport 
were the primary goals of our policy, we did not lose sight of the importance of the 
essential integrity of sport. It was important to us that sport should be clean of 
cheats of any kind because of the detrimental stigma that could be attached.  
 
As Minister for Sport there were two important areas which needed to be addressed: 
  

➢ The relationship between Sports and Gambling  
➢ The anti doping challenge.  

  
As a Government we had introduced the 2005 Gambling Act, which was the first 
gambling legislation since the late 1960s. It was an effort to catch up with how 



gambling had become more widespread and sophisticated through technological 
changes.  
 
The three guiding principles of the 2005 Gambling Act were: 
 

➢ Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being 
associated with crime and disorder or being used to support crime.  

➢ Ensuring gambling is conducted in a fair and open way.  
➢ Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or 

exploited by gambling.  
  
I had taken the act through its parliamentary stages and it became clear that we 
had to address the sport betting integrity issues. We announced a new panel to be 
chaired by a well respected and successful sports administrator, Rick Parry, who 
appointed a team of experts who undertook to research and come up 
with recommendations for government. This resulted in the Parry Report, published 
in 2010.  
 
At the start there was reluctance by the sports to get involved, arguing that 
gambling didn’t have a significant effect on their sports. There was a sense of denial 
on the part of some sports. The gambling companies were also nervous about 
getting involved as they had been trying to fight off a campaign from sport to 
determine a sports betting right which would give individual sports the power of 
copyright on who and what could be bet upon within their sport.  
 
The Parry Report concentrated on three key elements: 
  

➢ The adoption of robust rules and disciplinary procedures.  
➢ The implementation of a comprehensive education programme for all 

participants.  
➢ The creation of an integrity unit which has the capability to gather and 

analyse intelligence.  
  
The report was comprehensive and well received at its conclusion and has acted as 
a foundation for many of the good things that have happened in the UK in terms of 
sport and sports betting integrity. However, as recent scandals have indicated, the 
problems sport faces across the globe have only deepened. 
  
My second area of concern was the anti-doping challenge. We were now funding our 
athletes on a permanent regime through UK Sport who were in control of the 
progress of our athletes but were also in charge of our anti doping agency. I felt it 
was a compromised situation and successfully argued for a separation of the agency 
from UK Sport, which resulted in the UK Anti Doping Agency being formed as an 
independent body.  
 
I have a lot of respect for the World Anti Doping Agency (WADA) and what they are 
trying to achieve to make sport clean, but they need not only help from sport itself 



but from government agencies to try to catch up with technological and medical 
changes.  
 
People used to tell me that we had to keep politics away from sport and as a general 
principle I agree, but with large-scale international competitions now needing 
government guarantees on infrastructure and security, the public has a right to 
know that government are helping to ensure the integrity of those tournament and 
the sports and athletes involved. We do need politics and politicians involved and the 
UK experience has shown how government can work in partnership with sport and 
the gambling industry to help tackle the enormous challenges facing sport. 
 
Sport has been badly damaged by the latest scandals which affect public confidence 
and I don’t believe that sport can govern itself alone. We need a truly independent 
body that can advise on the progress that can be made with good will and 
transparency. This independent integrity board can use the technology available, the 
evidence available from sport and gambling industries and, crucially, the sharing 
of data to rid sport of cheating, doping and the assorted scandals we see all too 
frequently. Only with strong partnerships, national and international, can we help 
sport regain its place in the world to inspire new generations and to change people’s 
lives for the better. 
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